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The Heart of Christmas
(John 3:16-17; Luke 2:8-20)

We begin this Christmas with a simple story :

Bobby was a special-education boy. He was just bright enough to remain in a regular classroom but was
still noticeably different. He was constantly made fun of by his classmates, but he never seemed to mind.
Every day, as the neighbourhood kids walked home from school, Bobby’s mother would look out the window
to see them all laughing and joking together —all except Bobby. He was always walking behind the others, all
alone.

One day Bobby burst into the kitchen after school. “Mom, guess what?” he said. “Valentine’s Day is two
weeks away, and our teacher said we could make valentines and give them to the other kids in our class!” His
mother’s heart sank as she pictured yet another opportunity for Bobby to be excluded. “Mom,” Bobby
continued, “T'm going to make a valentine for every person in my class!” “That’s very nice, Bobby,” his
mother answered, fighting back the tears.

Over the next two weeks, Bobby worked every afternoon on those valentines. They were truly labors of
love. When the big day finally came, he was so excited about taking his valentines to school that he couldn’t
eat breakfast. But he was also a little worried. “Thope I didn’t forget a single person,” he said as he dashed off
to school.

Bobby’s mother prepared herself to comfort her son when he returned home broken hearted from the
valentine exchange. She knew how disappointed he would be with the response he got from the other
children. That afternoon, she saw the same neighbourhood kids walking home together. Behind them, all
alone, was Bobby. Bobby’s mother turned away and placed a plate of cookies on the table. Much to her
surprise, Bobby came through the door with a huge smile on his face. “What is it, Bobby?” she asked. “How
did it go? Did you get any valentine cards?” With a shout of pure joy, Bobby said, “NO!” Bobby’s mother was
shocked at his answer. Bobby responded, “But guess what Mom! I didn’t forget a single person!”

At the centre of Jesus’ birth is the message that we see in John 3:16-17. The heart of the Christmas
message is that God gave his only Son to die and sacrifice himself for us so that we may have life. This is
Bobby's message. Bobby selflessly gave himself to his classmates even when nothing was extended back.
This is agape love. This is the love of God. This is Christmas.

And so what shall be our response? We need to reflect this truth in our own lives. I believe that many of
us have too much and are too self-centered. This is a horrible combination. However, we are called to give
ourselves as Christ has given himself to us. We need to serve others and love others as Christ has come to
serve and love us. 'We can only do this because God has first loved us.

This Christmas, I pray that we remember again the powerful truth that salvation has come through
Christ’s birth. AMEN. But also, T pray that we may seek out ways in which we can serve and love others as
Christ has given himself to us. I pray that we all are a little more like Bobby.

Merry Christmas!
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